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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (original): A method for managing mioropayment transactions, comprising: 

receiving a purchase request fixxm a customer, the purchase request including a 
purchase item and a purchase price; 

comparing the purchase price to a micropayment threshold to detennine if the 
purdiase reqiicst is a micropaymeitt request; 

if the purchase request is not a micropa^ent request^ completing the purchase 
request as a credit transaction with a credit account; and 

if the purchase request is a micropaytncnt request, completing the puzchase request 
as a mi<^ropayment transaction, wherein completmg the purchase request a micropayment 
trsnsacticm includes: 

maintaining a value account for the customer, 

adding a value increment to the value account fix)m the credit account if the 
value account is insufficient &r the purchase price^ and 

completing the purchase request with the value account 

Claim 2 (original): A method according to claim 1 , &rther comprising: 

transferring a value from the value account to a cash-access account; and 
using an access card to access the cash-access account for at least one of a cash 

withdrawal at an ATM (Automatic Teller Machine), a POS (Point of Service) purchase, or a value 

transfer into the value account. 

Claim 3 (original): A method according to claim 1 ^ wherein receiving the purdiase 
request includes receiving the purchase request as an Lxtemet signal. 

Claim 4 (original): A method according to dahn 1, wherein completing the purchase 
request when the purchase request is a micropayment request includes confirming a valid credit 
transaction for the credit account 
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Qaim 5 (oiigmal): A method according to claim 1, wherein completing fhc purchase 
request when the purchase request is a micropayment request includes sending an Ihtemet request 
for goods or services. 

Claim 6 (original): A method according to claim 1 , wherein completing &e purchase 
request when the purchase request is not a micropayment request includes con£nning a valid credit 
transaction for the credit account. 

Qazm 7 (origmal): A method according to claim I, wherein completing the purdiase 
request when the purdiase request is not a micropayment request includes sending an Ihtemet 
request for goods or services. 

Claim 8 (cmginal): A method according to claim 1 » wherein the value incr^ent is not 
. less than the micropayment Ihre^ld 

Claim 9 (original); A system fi>r managing micropayment transaotLonSj. comprismg: 

transaction center connected to the Internet for communication with purchasers and 
sellers of some comhination of goods and services, the transaction center inchidinfl executable 
instmctions ibr: 

receiving a purchase request from a customer, the purchase request including a 
purchase item and a purchase price; 

comparing the purchase price to a micropayment threshold to determme if the 
purchase request is a micropayment request; 

if the purchase request is not a micropayment request^ completing the purchase 
request as a credit transaction with a credit account; and 

if the purchase request is a micropayment request, completing the purchase request 
as a micropayment transaction, wherein completing the purchase request a micropaym^ 
transaction includes: 
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maintaining a value account for the customer^ 

adding a value incremeat to the value accoimt from the credit account if the 
value account is insufficient for the purchase price^ and 

completing the purchase request with the value account 

Claim 10 (original): A system according to claim 9, iurther comprising executable 
instructions £at: 

tcansferring a value fiom tiie value account to a cash^access account; and 
using an access card to access the cash-access account for at least one of a cash 

wi&drawal at an ATM (Automatic Teller Machine), a POS (Point of Service) purchase, or a value 

transfer into the value account. 

Claim 1 X (original); A system according to claim 9, wherein recdving the purchase 
request includes receiving the purchase request as an Intemet signal. 

Claim 12 (xiriginal): A system according to claim 9, wherein coxi^leting&epurc^ 
request when the purchase request is a micropayment request includes confirming a valid credit 
transaction for the credit account. 

Claim 13 (original): A system according to claim 9, wherdn conq)letfaig the purchase 
request when the purchase request is a micropayment request includes sending sm Ihtcmet request 
for goods or services. 

Claim 14 (original): A system according to claim 9« wherein completmg the purchase 
request when tiie purchase request is not a micropayment request includes confirming a valid credit 
transaction for the credit account 
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Claim 1 5 (original): A system according to claim 9, wherein completing the purchase 
request when the purchase request is not a micropayment request includes sending an Internet 
request for goods or services. 

Claim 1 6 (original): A system according to claim 9, wherein the value increment Is not less 
than the micropayment threshold. 

Claim 17 (original): Computer-readable media tanggibly embodying a computer progrmi 
fi>r managing micropayment transactions^ the computer program comprisang executable instructiotts 
for: 

receiving a puidiase request fiom a oustomer, the purchase request including a 
purchase item and a purchase price; 

oomparing ttie purchase price to a micropayment fhreahold to detemiinc if fhe 
purchase request is a micropayment request; 

if die purchase request is not a micropayment request, completing the purchase 
request as a credit transaction with a credit account; and 

if the purchase request is a micropayment request, completing die purchase request 
as a micTDpayment transaction^ wherein completmg the purchase request a micropayment 
transaction includes: 

maintaining a value account for the customer, 
' adding a value increment to the value account from the credit account if the 
value account is insufficient Ibr the purchase price^ and 

completing the purchase request with the value account. 

Claim 1 8 (original): Computer-readable media according to claim 1 7, flirther comprising: 
transfeziing a value fiom the value account to a cash-access account; and 
using an access card to access the cash-access account for at least one of a cash 
withdrawal at an ATM (Automatic Teller Machine), a POS (Point of Service) purchase, or a value 
trans&r into the value account. 
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Claim 19 {original): Computer-readatle media according to claim 17> wherein receiving 
the purchase request includes receiving the purchase request as an Internet signal. 

Claim 20 (original): Computer-readable media according to claim 1 7, wherein complfiting 
. the purchase request when the purchase request is a micropayment request includes confinning a 
valid credit transaction for the credit account. 

Claim 21 (original): Camput^-readable media according to claim 17» wherein completing 
the purchase request wben the purchase request is a micropayment request includes scaiding an 
lotemet request for goods or services. 

Claim 22 (original): Conq>uter-readable media according to claim 17, wherein completing 
the purchase request when the purchase request is not a micropayment request includes oonfimiing 
a valid credit transaction for the credit account. 

Claim 23 (original): Computer-readable media according to claim 17» wh^^etn completing 
tiie purchase request when the purchase request is not a micropayment request includes sliding an 
Internet request for goods or services. 

Claim 24 (original): Computer-readable media according to claim 17, wherein the value 
increment is not less than (he micropayment threshold* 

Claim 25 (new): A method according to claim 4, further comprismg: 

transferring a value from the value account to a cash-access account; and 
using an access card to access the cash-access account for at least one of a cash 
withdrawal at an ATM (Automatic Teller Machine), a POS (Point of Service) purchase^ or a value 
transfer into the value account. 
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Claim 26 (new): A method according to claim 4^ wherein receiving the purchase 
request include& receiving the purchase request as an Internet signal. 



Claim 27 (new): 



A method according to claim 4, wherein completing the purchase 



lequest when the purchase request is a mi cropayment request includes sending an Jntemet request 
for goods or services. 

Claim 28 (new): A method according to claim 4, wherein completing the purchase 
request when the purchase request is not a micropayment request includes con£nning a valid credit 
transaction for the credit account. 

Claim 29 (new): A method according to claim 4^ wherein conppleting the purchase 
request when the purchase request is not a micn^ayment request includes sending an Ihtemet 
request for goods or services. 

Claim 30 (new): A method according to claim 4, wherein the value increment is not 
less than the micropayment threshold. 
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